
How to Practically Really Draw from Portrait:
A Comprehensive Guide
Drawing from portraits is a challenging but rewarding endeavor. It requires
a combination of technical skill, anatomical knowledge, and artistic
sensitivity. This comprehensive guide will provide you with the essential
techniques and tips you need to create realistic and expressive portraits.
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Materials

Before you begin, you will need to gather a few essential materials:

Drawing pencils (HB, 2B, 4B, 6B)

Charcoal pencils (soft, medium, hard)

Kneaded eraser

Blending stump or tortillon
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Sandpaper (for sharpening pencils)

Drawing paper (preferably smooth and acid-free)

Reference photo of a portrait

Getting Started

The first step is to choose a reference photo. It is important to select a
photo that is clear, well-lit, and has good contrast. Once you have selected
a photo, you can begin to draw.

Start by sketching the basic shapes of the face. Use light, even strokes to
outline the shape of the head, the eyes, the nose, and the mouth. Do not
worry about details at this stage; simply focus on capturing the overall
proportions of the face.

Once you have sketched the basic shapes, you can begin to add details.
Start with the eyes. Use a sharp pencil to draw the iris, the pupil, and the
surrounding lashes. Pay attention to the shape and direction of the eyes.

Next, draw the nose. Start by outlining the shape of the nose with a light
stroke. Then, use darker strokes to add shadows and highlights. Be sure to
pay attention to the contours of the nose and the way the light falls on it.

Finally, draw the mouth. Start by outlining the shape of the mouth with a
light stroke. Then, use darker strokes to add shadows and highlights. Be
sure to pay attention to the shape of the lips and the way the light falls on
them.

Shading and Blending



Once you have drawn the basic features of the face, you can begin to add
shading and blending. Shading will help to create depth and dimension in
your portrait. Blending will help to smooth out any harsh lines and create a
more natural look.

To shade, use a soft pencil or charcoal pencil. Apply gentle pressure to the
pencil and move it in a circular motion. Start with light strokes and gradually
increase the pressure as you build up the shadows.

To blend, use a kneaded eraser or a blending stump or tortillon. Gently rub
the eraser or blending tool over the shaded areas to smooth out the
transitions between light and dark. Be careful not to over-blend, as this can
result in a muddy or washed-out look.

Finishing Touches

Once you are satisfied with the shading and blending, you can add the
finishing touches to your portrait. This may include adding highlights,
details, and a background.

To add highlights, use a sharp pencil or white charcoal pencil. Apply light
strokes to the areas of the face that are exposed to the light. This will help
to create a sense of depth and dimension.

To add details, use a sharp pencil to draw in the individual hairs of the
eyebrows and eyelashes. You can also use a fine-tipped pen or brush to
add details to the eyes, nose, and mouth.

To add a background, use a soft pencil or charcoal pencil to create a light
wash of color. Be sure to leave some areas of the paper white to create a



sense of depth.

Drawing from portraits is a challenging but rewarding endeavor. By
following the tips and techniques outlined in this guide, you will be able to
create realistic and expressive portraits that capture the unique personality
of your subjects.

Here are some additional tips for drawing from portraits:

Practice regularly. The more you practice, the better you will become
at drawing portraits.

Study anatomy. A basic understanding of human anatomy will help you
to draw portraits that are anatomically correct.

Observe people. Pay attention to the way people look and move. This
will help you to develop a keen eye for detail.

Don't be afraid to make mistakes. Mistakes are a natural part of the
learning process. Don't be afraid to experiment and try new things.

Have fun! Drawing portraits should be an enjoyable experience. Don't
put too much pressure on yourself and just let your creativity flow.

With patience and practice, you can master the art of drawing from
portraits. So what are you waiting for? Grab a pencil and start drawing!
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Fantasy Technology and Politics: A Deep Dive
into the Interwoven Worlds of Magic and Power
Fantasy literature has long captivated readers with its immersive worlds,
epic battles, and compelling characters. However, beyond the surface-
level...

Come To This Court And Cry: A Tale of Love,
Loss, and Redemption
Come To This Court And Cry is a powerful and moving novel that
explores the themes of love, loss, and redemption. The novel tells the
story of a young woman...
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