
The New Curator: Exhibiting Architecture and
Design

The role of the curator has evolved dramatically in recent years. Once seen
as the gatekeepers of cultural institutions, curators are now increasingly
involved in the production and dissemination of new work. This is
particularly true in the fields of architecture and design, where curators are
playing a vital role in shaping the public's understanding of these
disciplines.
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In this article, we will explore the changing role of the curator in the context
of architecture and design. We will discuss the challenges and
opportunities that this new role presents, and we will highlight some of the
most innovative and influential curatorial projects in the field.

The Changing Role of the Curator

Traditionally, curators have been responsible for collecting, preserving, and
interpreting cultural objects. In the fields of architecture and design, this has
meant acquiring and displaying buildings, furniture, and other artifacts.
However, in recent years, curators have begun to take on a more active
role in the production of new work.

This shift has been driven by a number of factors, including the increasing
popularity of contemporary architecture and design, the rise of new
technologies, and the growing demand for public engagement with the arts.
As a result, curators are now working with architects and designers to
develop exhibitions, publications, and other projects that explore the latest
trends in these fields.

This new role for the curator presents a number of challenges. One
challenge is the need to balance the traditional responsibilities of the
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curator with the new demands of producing new work. Another challenge is
the need to develop new curatorial methods and practices that are
appropriate for the exhibition of architecture and design.

Challenges and Opportunities

Despite the challenges, the new role of the curator also presents a number
of opportunities. One opportunity is the chance to shape the public's
understanding of architecture and design. By working with architects and
designers to develop new projects, curators can help to create a more
informed and engaged public.

Another opportunity is the chance to experiment with new curatorial
methods and practices. The exhibition of architecture and design poses
unique challenges, and curators are responding by developing new ways to
display and interpret these works.

Innovative Curatorial Projects

There are a number of innovative curatorial projects in the field of
architecture and design. One such project is the Recent Acquisitions:
Architecture and Design exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in
New York City. This exhibition features a selection of recent acquisitions by
the museum's Department of Architecture and Design, including works by
architects and designers such as Frank Gehry, Zaha Hadid, and Alvar
Aalto.

Another innovative curatorial project is the Frank Lloyd Wright: Wrighting
the Future of Architecture exhibition at the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C. This exhibition explores the work of Frank Lloyd Wright,
one of the most influential architects of the 20th century. The exhibition



features a selection of Wright's drawings, models, and buildings, as well as
a number of interactive exhibits that allow visitors to learn more about his
work.

The role of the curator is changing dramatically in the fields of architecture
and design. Curators are now playing a vital role in the production and
dissemination of new work, and they are also developing new curatorial
methods and practices that are appropriate for the exhibition of these
disciplines. The result is a more informed and engaged public, and a more
dynamic and exciting field of architecture and design.
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